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Dear irountain Lakers:

I t  just doesn't  seem possible that i t  ls Echoes t ime agarn and
like always our secretary lras everyilring typed but this letier. Some
things never clrangel

I l'rant to tlrank al I of you for tlre cooperation I received and for
the healthy academic atmosphere that once again r{as generated by our
faculty and students. ilerv faculty frequently expresi surprise it the
interest and hard tvork of students at i,lountain Lake. It is not unusual ,
but.certainly it is always refreshing for me to experlence the very
actlve interests of iiountain Lake students and facirlty ln study together.
l^llth small classes and our location, it is certainly I great wiy t6 study
blology.

Perhaps t',e t{ere a little too small this year. l le will be looking for
ways to increase our enrollment in '74 and any help or suggesttons you can
qiyg w'!ll be welcomed. For next summcr Jim irurray'has ariinged for-the
following courses:

Herpetology
Invertebrate Zoology
Taxonomy of Seed Plants
General Ecology

A I.4ESSAGE FROI,I THT DIRECTOR

I'iammalogy
Ecologlcal Genetics
Aquatic Ecology
Bryology

0nce again thank you for a most pleasant summer. I can't recall a
totally nicer group of l4t. Lakers. All the Riopels extend thelr best
vrishes and we look forward to hearing from many of you.

t{ith all good rrishes for the coming year.

Sincerely, .

. I /
; Ur? ,.,Yf . \-

J .  L .  Riopel
Director



0n a dismal day in the ides of June Dr. Gary i.i i l ler gazed im-
patiently at the group of hctcro-geniuses assembled in fr6nt of him.
Before a l 'rord could escape his lips a cry arose from the back of the
room. " l lhat 's that l i t t le guy doing up front?" Feigning deafness,
which_quickly becamc his custom, the long-haired ccologist forged
bravely_ahead nith his first question "[,l l io has had plant Taxon&ny?,'
A_deathly si lence, as dense as "slramp gas" f i l lcd thc room; he gagged
sl ight ly as one lonely hand ascended. " l . lel l" ,  he said with for iei-
gdri.i ',y "t' lhy don't you all introduce yourselves and tell us of your
baclcground. "

It soon became evident that the hetero-genuises consisted of
(!!tul breeetr brothers (Richard Rhodemyre and-Frank l.latson], Charlle
"The fern genius" l , tert l r ,  Debbic (Uh...uh) I tal ton, John (D6n,t touch
me i f  you don't  mean business, ')  Toth, David (Go-get-her) Gussman),
Dr. susan (iiossy) I'royler, Barbara (Remember the Rhododendron patih)
l{u and last ly the Tinkle Bunny al ias Bruce l l i l t iams.

Soon the class r.ras "bogged down,, in ecology r+ith a mid-term on
half  of E. P. 0dum's bible after a mere rveek; aio so to f i l l  spare
moments there r'rerc oral reports and the beloved projects. Time
qa:lel  quickly with lB irour days and sleepless nights. soon after
del ightful_tr ips to t l re shale Barren ancl Cranberr!  Bog, the class
strrmbled bleary-eyed at dovrn tor'rards NorUr caroliira. 

-Utth 
ttre

energet ic  leadcrsh ip Dr .  Gary (choo. . .choo)  i i i l le r  the c lass
staggercd wretchedly up half of the Smokey i.iountains. Finally
retir"ing at mid-night in a iiethodist churlh as David Gussman blayedlullabies to tlrc crer.rs in the pevrs.

.  During t l ,u last days of the f ield tr ip, a pecul iar species,
endemic to only Atlant ic Beach, r.ras discovered;- Fosbal l ia '  parlor ia.
S o o t t i ] r u C 0 f i e t i m e t o r e t u r n t o i i o u n t a i r r L a k e ; f f i
i ' i i l ler leading the r.rhole tr ip back.

Plant Ecology 1973

. I i ,g tr ip and term ended in a blazc. Tvro al l-nighters,
by q lab exam, paper deadlines and a lecture exam, finished
Ecology and the class.

fol lowed
Pl ant



Ornithology

I t  l , ion t i r  in  the  L i fe . . .

I remember it r ' .rcl l. It r,ras cluring tire summer of '13. Got flrere
late,  I  d id,  and uhat did I  see? t . le l i ,  i t  r ' ras about a hal f  dozen
people t l i th binoculars scout ing the area arounc. l  the r iountain Lake
training camp. Looked l ike a fu i l -scale operat ion ancl  so i t  r ' ras
Lcd. by the intrepid i r r .  Johnston, f resh from a campaign in Flor ida
a l 'r irole platoon of_eagcr volunteers r.,as keeping tracl<-of t lre , 'enemy',
an endcmic guerr i l la force f requcnt ly c lot i red in homemade feathcrs.

0lr ' let me introduce tire members of t ir is irarcly crer.r. There r,las
Lorna cordonn ier  f rom a  lanc l  to  t i re  rves t  ( ' , i r i ssour i , ' s l re  ca l led  i t ) ,
l :ggy Herr i rg,  dot ' rn f rom Charlot tesvi l le io groovc on nature,  Laur ie
( I ' l l :  carry t l rose net poles")  l , reston, Ronnie-solomon, came f iom thc
aspha l t  jung les-o f  i lov  York  c i ty  to  t i re  t rack less  jung les  o f  sa l t
Pond i ' iountain,  Andy Kappelmann, uiro nevcr stopped la l [ ing about his
cedar tvaxl ings,  l landy Rutan, uho vr i thcireu from thc r iount i in at  n ig l r t
!o  g .sa fe  pos i t ion  in  C i t r i s t iansburg ,  Bob Co lburnr  ou t "  some t ime
tactician, rvlro reportecl that bircls irere sti lr to bc found in l ler.r
Jersey, f lon Sor.rer, our ireacl coach, rvlro often tvore a red baseball
gap ls  a  s ign  o f  h is  rank ,  and me,  Johr r  Ba: : . : ; . t ,  eager  to  tu rn  my
knovrledge of private i lome construction into a iareer as a bird inan.
I  s l roulc i  say at  t i r is  point  t i rat  I  s incerely hope I  d ic ln ' t  ruf f le
any feathers r'r ith thosc. thumb-nail skctcires of'our group just
presented.

Tire.engggemqit go! off to a flying start. The mcmbcrs of 0pera-
t ion Orni t l to logy rapidly devclopcd iuperb neck musclcs and lost  i rack
of their  feet  as they delvecl  into thc rvor lc l  of  b i rds.  Joyous cr ies
9 f  

' l l t ' s  a  b i r d ,  i t ' !  u  p 1 a . i r e ,  i t , s . . . s p l a t . . . a  m e s s .  L o i n  m e  y o u r
handkerchief  f  :  a minuter,"  echoed from the mansions of  green. The
members of the party frequenily sortiecl into forest and fielcl in
searci t  of  t l te i r  c lusi ' re prey.  For instance the yel lou-breastccl  chat.
"He's t l rere. . .and there ancl  there and there ."  Hol l  coulc l  one bird
be in four places at  once? Hol, l  courcr i re make al l  i l rose noises?
Dr.  Johnston'  are you sure the sun's not too i rot  for  you?

And then tlrerc r'rcre thenests. Ancl Lorna. "Lorna.", .you'd say
in great exci tement, .  " I  just  founcl  a catbird nest."  , 'Thai ' i  greai ' , ,
she 'd  answer ,  " I t ' s  been an  o f f  c lay . ' ,  "you  c lon , t  mcan i t , , '  ny rp ,
only found f ivc nef l  nests toclay."  But cvcn Lorna couldn' t  crack the
secrct of t ire r'rood pel'rees and least f lycatchers. For wecks tirese
birds rvere rumored to actual ly buird ni :sts.  r lo orre real ly bei ieved
this unt i l  l l r .  Jolrnston pul leci  of f  thc coup of  thc summer.  Fle r . rent
out and actual ly found a least  f lycatcher nest.  I ,m convinced that
they were r9?l lv mice art fu l ry camouf laged as least  r tycatCt ie is but
I ' l l  not  publ is l r  th is wi i l rout  fur ther i i format ion.  Anlr , ray,  the young
mice, cr, least f lycatchcrs r,lere so amazed that we'd djscbverecl them
that t lrey popped righi out of t ire nest. And rrre never did find a r'rood
per{ee nest.



l ' lell ' the operation was a great success. I don't mean to brag
but l 're bettered the class of 1912 in all respects: more nests found,
more territorial males found, etc. In fact,'rve dicl better than thc 

-

cfasses of 1972, 1970, 196B and 1966 combined. i im p,iri lciiv aware,.
of course, that 0rnithology.r,ras not. taught in tirose years but'the many
flne naturalists at tire Stition with ali sorts ot rri[ time dn-ineii 

-
Innds were unable to better our sholing, ile stand on-our reiora.

John Bazuin (r'rith pointers
from Ron Sorver)

P.s, Hgqr !o you remember that Alseduidgq is the family of kinq-
fishers? Easy, just remffiffiEiiElE-"Lou /rlcindor- is the 

--

king of basketbal 1., ,



l i lhat was Experimental i.lorphagenesis?

"Pull on the Ropes me hardeys
water  your  decks wi th  br ine. . . .anon"

Have you ever seen a five legged nevrt? I'rell the folks in ole'doc
Dent's class have, and they lived to teil the tale. Experimental morph
was quite a course and vho could forget those long lonely nights spent
making microscaples that you could never get Doctor Dent to iay were

sharp enough. And if God were to vrork a thousand years he would have a
hard t ime in making any thing as hard to remove as-a vi t i l l in membrane,
hmm.,. where are my Inox number five tvreezers.

What vtas experimental mopph, it vlas climbing up iiount Rodgers and
tel l ing jokes, i t  rvas chasing frogs out in Riopel-poiro at midni lht.  I t
was staying up all night trying to get ready for a seminar that you
knew next to nothing about and-then-giving t t  t tke you knel what you
were doingr only to-be interrupted bi the clear calm voice of DoctorDent (James l,lorman Dent if you read i rot of reprints) telling iou
"no,  that rs  not  qu i te  r ight . "

iiostly for the crel in the class it was learning how much biology
we were suppose to knour but didn't. After all anybody should be able-
to repeat the forty bones of the vertebrae head and any competent
embryologi:! should be able to tell you where they camL from and hour they
arose. !.|ell this writer stil l can't and someday maybe after I take the
course three or four t imes I ' l l  real ize that i ts far more important
!o pay.attention in the seminar than to try and learn alt thbse damn
bones (and if the character with the carbiile lamp could only be per-
suaded to ext inguish i t  outside maybe ure won't  throw him in-the iake
in a lead gunny sack) anon.



The Bal lad of C.R. Bel l  and the Dupl icat ing I ' lachine

0n a Saturday morning, just the other day
C.R. Bel l  went dovln to dupl icate in a most pecul iar way.

He went into the office, said I'hry Ann on the Door
but one of them alcohol ic dupl icat ing machines, he never had seen
before..

He stepped up to thc dit to machine, and put his stenci l  on,
he turned t l re crank, the sheet was blank and he said, "What's
going on" .

He said to the director, explain to me that thing,
I 've pushed the knob and turned the crank, i t  ain' t  pr lnt ing a
goldurn thing.

Capt'n Jim t'lent to the office and looked with experienced eye,
he pushed the knob and turned the crank, and said "l don't know
why, ' .

For about an hour they turned the crank on the small ditto machine,
and though they turned the knob and vret the sponge, not a word was
to be seen.

A student he came walking by and said to C.R. Bel l ,
I  see just what your problem is and for f ive bucks I  wi l l  tel l .

The problem is quiet sirnple, as any one can see,
your stencil is on backwards - that's five bucks you ovue me.

So now you 've heard the s tory ,  that r rs ' r '  a l l  there is  to  te l l
Don ' t  get  your 'bass on ackrvords and be l ike C.R.  Bel l .

anon



You knovr sometlring? There sure are a lot of bugs out there.
Ih.y may even take over but we did our best to keep t6em down. u!,|e,,
in this case is irac Kerfoot, the caveman, Laurie t,leston,0f Kalamazoo(Kalamazoo?) College fame, Eileen l,leber,-New york City,i answer to
the blues at i,iountain Lake, Andy Kappelmann, the spok-esman foi Ure
9r9uP' Anne LindseJ, tryiry tg find out what made ill those chewing
noises Jn lrer plants, p.ick Reisman, trying to find out whai mj,te aTt
those chevring noises in his boat, Jeff Reider, r,,rho sung trii uriv into o
the heart of Dr. Byers, Bob Tufty, who attempied to apily bugs-to the
l'latergate hearings, Dot. chappell, rvho auditeil the coui.ie-espicially
!o ggt a chance to watch ilre rest of us race to 150, myselr, Jolrn 

-
Bazuln, t' lho devcloped a bad case of "net elbol',, ancl ui.. gyers, that
qystlp man from_Lawrence, Kansas who worked tirelessly to insiil l
in all of us at least a mill ion words rve'd never heard-of before.
Also, I  suppose:we- should include Dr. Bel l ,  i i r .  HorseUlscuit ,  wtro
tangled us in a r,rab of surprises and planted vrild n.tions- in our
heads.

The class-r ' ras-excpetional ly energetic in the pursuit  of the
i l lusory 150; cl imbing the highelt  mouitains and pl irmbing the borels
of the earth in.hopes of f ind-another family (wel i ,  anot6er ten
famil ies) to add to their burgeoning col leci idns. 

-0r 
one occasion

Dr..Byers led several members of the class on a midnight ecology trlp
designed to impress upon one and all the importance oi uiil l rails ani
store fronts in the natural order of ilrings. tirey turned out to beparadises for the collection of bugs of ail sorts-and we had a unique
opportunity to listen to flre music of the finely tuned engines (chrjg,
chug, clrug).of cars ownecl by many of the citi ieirs oi pemuioke-who,
in turn, had a month's gossip about Urose r,reird people with nets andjars and stuff sucking bugs or something off store irindows late at
nights.

As the senester progressetl those cheery smiles changed to weary
smiles (wel l ,  sort of smiies) ancl gett ing thi t  t50 seemed-a l i t t le
l.ess-easy than cl-imbing ilt. Everesl. l.te-r,rere, vou mlgrrt siv, i i imuing
i'it. Bye1s. But al I vras forgotten for about foul houri ourtird aparty the class threv to celebrate itself. Dr. Byers and sp6cialguest' mystic Dr. Riopel combined to put on an ESF'shor.r firal was truly
dazzling to the multitude gaflrered at thcir feet. I guess rve rvere
gatlgred at thei.r feet_pretty much because they werc lhe only ones
stil l on their feet. That set the stage for tire last iew dais-of the
semester, r' lhich featured three tests (iequiring a knowledge 6t Esl
to do well on) and that good ord coltdction, 6ut Dr. Byeis took
care of our,needs and then departed for Kansas again (wiro was that
man in the green Dart?)

The i ' iountaln Lake 150
Hand

Entomology

or Don't  Crush That Bug,
i,ie a ilet

John Bazuin



Comparati ve Endocri nol ogy

t ihen lJr .  Frye arr ived on the mountain only to f ind out that  only
0ne-StUdent had arr ived to take " that  hormone course",  he lvas al l  set
tp repack and f lee to c iv i l izat ion.  Fortunately,  there was a rumor
circulating that a certdin "l ' l iss i, i innesota" t{as somewirere in the state
and might casual ly drop in to spend a le isurely 5 weeks learning hovl
to  c lean up  ch icken c rap  and o ther  re la ted  th ings .  l , le l l ,  as  i t  tu rned
out,  the ot l rer  student did shol  and to make a long story short ,  tno
budd ing  B io log is ts (?)  spent  a  thorough ly  in te res t ing  and en joyab le  5
t^leeks t^rith one of the best teachers either of us has ever had.

In  the  lab  across  the  ha l l ,  th ings  began to  d isappear  s lowly
and accumulate in the Endocrinology Lab Steve Brown could sometimes be
heard to say af fect ionately,  "Bet those l i t t le bastards took i t l
(whatever i tvras)"  and Pat rvould reply (equal ly as af fect ionate),  "Just
wa i t  un t i l  I  ge t  i . i i ke  back  in  schoo l ! "  Ser ious ly ,  w i thout  a l l  o f  the i r
generous help,  tve never would have made i t .

l lh i le,  [ rF.  Frye taught the course, his whole fami ly real ly
helped out t remendously.  Between the snakes in the bed(thanks El isai)
and the  miss ing  bobcat  (one fo r  you  i i s .  F rye)  and a lso  A l i ce 's
del ight fu l  conversat ions,  the whole semester never lost  i ts  momentum.
A s  f o r  U r .  F r y e ' s  w i t . . . . w e ' l 1  l e t  t h a t  p a s s  f o r  n o l .  ( P h e w j )

Anot l rer  del ig l r t fu l  aspect about the semester was Dr.  Burn's
extremely interest ing ta lk on sex reversal .  (Can they real ly screw
up those 'possums l ike that?) Ser iously,  we real ly appreciated the
talk t remendously l

Just one more urord to you, Dr. Frye, Karen and I both rvould l ike
to thank you for te l l ing us about Armpit in.  [ , le are both nolv happi ly
f lunking and having fun back at  col lege: I t  does vronders for  your
mora l  (e ) .  Thanks  aga in l
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::,Dear }lom:
h e r e .  I
sunmer.

we work very hard

hope I  can last  the

. .  tR e a l l y ,  T o m ,  i t ' s  s i m p l e .
explain again. The rscks
alternate with layers of
mor ta r .

I lene ,  I r l - l  Jus t  s l t  here  to
sure that c igarette donr t

o n  t h e  g r o u n d . . .

P u r e  e o r n . . ,

hust l -e

t le l l "o,  I  l ive at
Can we be

We i rave 1ong,  t i r ing
f i e l d  t r i p s .

. . . a n d  E h e  l u n c h e s  a r e  j u s t

aw fu l .

Rend, now forget TonnY;
I tm here  now.

@

Noi ,v  Rich,  sedges real ly
a re  i n te res t i ng .  .  ,

't

r /
|,

6
*t

Pure
Now
make

5 e L

6"

the Stat ion.

f r iends?
G a r y ,  j u s t  o n e  m o r e . . .
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