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ECOLOGICAL GENETICS
Dr .  Dav id  West ,  Dav ld  Bar ton '

Tracey SPriggs, Mlke Hood
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TO THE MOUNTAIN LAKE MOUSE COUNCIL:

I was cruelly and maliciously captured, measurerl, weighed and given an ear ring all without my
consent. And while being held in captivity, I over heard some of their code words which they
often repeated--

IS THAT REALLY AN EPIDIDIMUS! OUCH! I JUS'T GO'T BIT AGAIN!

KICKIN, I THINK I KILLED IT!--.S P A A AZI

IT'S A BOY, AND BOY IS HE HUNG! - Censorecl-

OH GOD, THAT'S GROSS

THERE'S AN OAT IN YOUR HAIR, DR. CRANFORD, AND I CAN'T CONCENTRATE
ON WHAT YOU'RE SAYING!

B.U.R-P! I'M STOKED AND FULLY TORKED.

I THINK I LEFTTHIS MOUSE IN THE MICROWAVE TOO LONG.

I LOVE YOU CUYS.

This information may be of use in our coming revolt, along with the intelligence gathered by our
chipmunk brothers on their reconnaisance missions into human territory.

POWER TO THE RODENTS!

Brian Weaver
Amy Anstey
Dr. Jack Cranford
Arpad I-azar
Judy Holien
Athena Jenkins
Debbie Fortune
Phyllis Wells
( I n  o r d e r  o f  a p p e a r a n c e )
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ANIMAL BEHAVIOR
Sharon Wise, Kirst in Siex, Kevin Brown
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ECOLOGICAL GENETICS

WARNING: Be on the lookout for four dangerous and armed Ecological Geneticists.
Last seen running through an open field frantically chasing Papilio glaucus. The
suspects were armed with butterfly nets and cyanogenic clover.

KNOWN VICTIMS:
Cepaea nemoralis (slugs with shells)
Trifolium repens
Ratus philenor (or a mimic thereof)
Bags and bags of Biston betularia
A fair amount of shrubbery on the Virginia Tech campus

DESCRIPTIONS: The leader of the Dreaded lrpioptera gang is a tall man who has
been reputed to say: 'That's not a pin, it's a thrum. You bluetln and nYou put you
accent on the wTong syl-a-ble!"

The second member David "l wish I could get out of taking this test because I
really don't need the credits to graduate" Barton is likely to be seen madly fleeing angry
hornet nests or doing the M.C. Hammer on the volleyball court. He is deceivingly quiet
yet easily provoked.

The third "hoodn, Michael, "one-not-BoNK-4,5 fused" Hood camouflaged himself
by lying on his dorsal surface beneath the fore mentioned Va. Tech shrubbery. He
leaves the safety of this burrow only to scavenge the hillsides for blackberries,
blueberries, raspberries, wineberries, sweet cherries, huckleberries, or strawberries.
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what da for fun..,

ic tricks

dance, i

dance,

dance !!!

nests out gf treessweepfloors



The Kids

Houston

L i f 'Tom

Lindsa
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a big evetrt
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REFLECTIONS ON TTIE 1991 PLAN'T TAXONOMY CLASS A'T
MOUNTAIN LAKE

by Spencer Tomb

Variety is the very spice of l i fe." (Will iam Cowpers)

This year's Plant Taxonomy class is the largest and mtlst diverse that I have had at

Mountain L-ake. From the very first there was "good chemistry" and a rvillingness to work hard.

The evenings spent in the lab witl long be remembered. But what a strange assemblage.

We had a high school whiz kid, a college administrator. a white water river rat turned

school teacher, a bona fide botanist from Botetourt Ctlunty, a gtlddess from Califtlrnia, a pole

vaulting plant pathologists, antl last but not least a Mathews County Wetland activist who

earned the title, "Miss Vacant l.ot of Giles County", while in the course.

We hit all of the usual places that Butanists should see in the Mt. Lttke area and were

on the r6ad a good bit more than when the course is taught in the first term. As expected there

was a shift to the Asteraceae late in the course with a chart of D.Y.C., DYC. DYC. We tried

to change the Damned to clelightful but alas not everyone is cut out to he a synantherologist!
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I ' i  i se , Junco Research
Salamander Research
L  t - o  R  ( l s r  r o r v ) :  C i n c i r ,  G i . l l ,  S l r a r o n

B o b  J ; r e g e r ,  S l i u - l l e i  t ) h : r n g
( 2 n d  r o r , r ) :  L a u r a  | . i i r . j  . r n n i e r ,  l l e l o d y  U g , I
H e n r y  l l 1 l b u r ,  l l i l e s  S i l r n a n ,  l l a r k  C u s t a f  i !
C h r i s  C a r u s o ,  J o h n  F a u L h
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(  2 t t t l

Ro rs )  l l i che l  l e
l Je rn ie  Roc  he
re i " , )  ( l l i a r l  j  e

L'ff!f,.,J'lrf,.
Rary  Ch ; rnd Ie r ,  Kev in  K imber ,
L i s e  R o r . i e ,  E l l e n  K e L L e r s o n ,
( K n e e l i n g )  l l i c h e l l e  C h a n d l e r

*'$'.1 [r.i
Sammrah  Raou f ,
V a l  N o l a n ,

&  H o u s t o n

Myxomycete
Research

Silene Research
D u d a s h  &  T o m ,  C y n L h i a  H a s s l e r

I l n r r c t  o r  T , ' l r n  P r '* 1 C 9 ,
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I o l u e -  i . ; 1 n 6 1 6 1 1 ,  S i r a n n o n E n r n r e L ,  S L e v e  S L e p h e n s o n



Znd Term Researchers!
8heron  l v l . e ,  John  F ru th ,  L l r e  Rowa ,
O . l l  McPr . k ,  Oh r l .  G l ru to ,  t h . l l 3  8 t .  Anou r
M. lody  t {e ,  K r th t yn  Oub l r t r ,  Ch r f l l o  l u r t t h

DAY ANTICSPICTURE



o a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a
a a  o a

,?:::3
..3t
o o a a

SUMMER
ttt. i

a a o a
a o a a

i eox oFFlcE :
o.  L l l - fQ  3
33.3 l-It I \) :.:3
o o a a  a a o a
a a a a  a o o a o a a a a a o o a o a o a o a a o o o o a a a a a  a a o a a a o  a a a a

M

f,,p,lrlill
(-

l'^s1r)

v"KY\wy'Frl,

5;Ut

g"^nlU[
t/q ifo-.

3i;*
\Sg;2<aer

9lle^i o{- 
\

the [-q'nblB ' , n r  o t
lle-ttil 6rtrryt,nq
lage A,rn*i t

I qT<rozlga$ Genai,

r'Ji'Guli', Itr;ff:,,

;J.*,,, )
k', l l(- I

kr,,o-,^
A s

f"1_

\ J ' r ' { {c ( ' ^ (? r  
c ' t ^J " '

f f iorkJ,
k[" ,  Ch'ohc 

'o^ql

l lo woi;



sry

' {

WHAT ARH THESE }
PEOPLE DOING?

" 1r : . t l  f  ' :



Kathryn's Story

Once upon a tim€...

Choose your own ending

"Where's Off icer Roche?"

" l  saw the wht l le  th ing!"

" l t  was the groundhog's  fau l t ! "

" l t  is  not  po l i t ica l ly  c t l r rect  t t l  s ta tc  l l ta t ' i t  was the gr t lundht lg 's

fault. '  One should state that the grt lrrt t t lhog was 'anthropogenically

challenged'an<l that i t  was equal to that challenge- 
' I 'o be fair, one

must alJo state that Kathryn *"os 'rt l t lcntial ly challenged' and that

she proved nearly equal t() the challenge. In the{inal analysis, the

enti ie incident is beJt r lescribetl as a lreutral clash of equally

meritorious cultures in which each part icipant arrived at a greater

understanding of the other's point t l f  view, and thereby creating-a

mutually 
"nri ihiug 

experience. l t  is regrettable. that more people at-

the station were n,rt a-t t t  tr:  have such an experience. Kathryn shouk

be very grateful."

l l m r . ^  ^ - ^ , , - 1 L ^ -  . . - ^  I r I n T  . - ' ^ - r i  - -  -  ] . a 1 - o r  I  l l
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Comntr-tni tV EcoloUy
( v ! i l  U l e w i l s r ,  A r r o  f ' u l t a u \ . i ,  l . l t i . -  L t v r r o o i . ,  n d r t 6 t r S  U d l i r O r u a , , , ,
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DNA Workshop

Plant Tax
8 r i 8 n  W e c v r r ,  F l u t h

M i h c  l l u o d ,  | l i l c r l €
A n n s  V r a t i s .

O o u g l s r ,  J e n n y  M O r l e n g
J o r l s N ,  g p € n g e r  T o t n b

A t h s n s  J s n h i n 8

T i n r k o ,  I { o b e c c r  H o h l | r ,  M s h i n d a  M e r t i n a r ,  K a t h y  H O f n b r r g . r ,



t- COMMUNITY ECOLOGY: :REDTOOTH & CLAW

I was a long, neverending drive up to the top of a beautiful mountain where we were
destined to expericnce the ecology of a community or so we thought. After we arrived and
settled in, we made great friends. Chipmunks or "chippers", as we so affectionately called the,
became our neighbors, constantly "borrowing" apples, cookies and other various munchies.
Five intellcctuallystimulatingand rigonlus weeksof hammering nails, slicingtoes,staplingbags,
counting "grass", grabbing"manders", finding"chewed and unchewed", seeingthe light, counting
"<1x", dying over Daphnia, arguingover papers that"sucked",lookingfor"bloodandgore"under
the fbrest canopy in tiny acorns, and perplexing over isocline and figuring out whether it was
the graphs or us that were unstable--these were all integral parts in not only allowing us to
realize our love of the natural world around us, but giving us the knowledge to appreciate it
even more. There is nothing better than flowing on acorns and counting chewed locules to
make you question your sanity and allow you to realize that this is actually what you may want
to do the rest of your lite.

After having this class we can all have the peace of mind in knowing that our hauncho
positions wil l he put to future use.

Ana and Arpad will continue building unusual floating contraptions, dipping endless
buckets of watcr out of plastic bags, counting "little white teardrop things" with the aid of
Le uwenhook's invcntion:rnd impaling them with sharp objects.

Courtney will continuc scining contaminated ponds tor "toxic little red-spotted green
guyS", rendering them helpless by slicing off varittus toes and hearing them as theyexpress their
pain with sharp-ear-piercing squeals.

Mark will continue hurling mcter sticks through the air picking random plots of "grass",
counting "grecn lcafy stuft ' '  and all thc whilc exclaiming'This sucks".

Pctcr willcontinue tirraging tirr "manders",lifiing rocks and logs in the rain and holding
thc hclplcss crcilturcs in his hands while saying, "Ah--l'd like to smash its little head".

Shu-Mci will continue searching tilr "poisonous plants" counting chewed parts,
measuring lengths and continuing to ask "What a ... is".

Rogcr will continue searching for "bklod ancl guts", wondering whether "real" predator-
prey relationships cxist, looking tirr intestinally challenged products and blowing eagerly on
acorns of the tilrcst floor.

Adriana will continue hiking through "jungles", searching for "the light" and throwing
javelin markcrs whilc inrpating unsuspecting Trifolium which peacefully rests on the forest
f-klrlr.

As filr Joe Travis and Mark McPeek, they will continue their mission of teaching Mt.
krkers about the Wild, Wild Kingdom that we live in, while "attempting" to make every day
in the classroom and in the field and intellectually stimulating stand-up comedy routine.
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MULTfPLE CHOICE: Choose the best caption

P ic  1

P ic  2

P ic  3

P ic

Pic

a .
b .
c .
d .

e .

f .
q .
h .
i .

T h i s  i s  t h e  l i f e !
Another  Nat .  His tory  day?
Who rne?
Th is  f i e ld  b io logy  s tu f f

i s  nea t !
You tve  seen  one  sha le  ba r ren

y o u ' v e  s e e n  ' e m  a l l !
I 'm  l ov ing  eve ry  m inu te
Al t  o f  the above
None of the above
Some of  the above but  I 'm not

sure which ones!

rctuIi*b
q  
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I 1991 - 2nd Term - Plant'Iaxonomy with Dr. Duck

Grab the field press! Does everyone have brxrts un? Brian. where's your rain gear? Get a
garbage bag from Jefferson (the dining hall)!

Where are we going today? The Mobile Unit Director
said, "Plan B is in effect. We're going to Claytor
I-ake to a rocky cliff for a prelude to the shale
barrens excursion. Shoot! We miss Buffalo Mtn. this
term. Oh welM'd hoped to see the old bison this
year.

Plant Taxonomy 2nd session is a map reading search for
open areas to find flowers. The first flush of flowers
is past by mid-July on the mountain, so-o-o Dr. Tomb
was kept hopping trying to think of places for us to
find new families everyday. When we arrived at most
sights the first week, there was a real order to keep out of the blueberry patches and search for
flowering plants. We hiked to Bear Cliffs on one of the first days. By this time we had met all
7 people in our class:
Ruth, an administrator from Piedmont College, is a whiz at recognizing plants by ctlmmon
name--shh!-Spencer will hear you! Anne from Chesapeake Bay Area works hard in UVA
greenhouse and knows lots of latin.
Brian. a junior from Narz, Va (if you're going to live here, say it right!). gives the greatest tours
of the heavens and when he's done, the bonfire has burnt down to embers, ftllks are stretched
out on the new log and plank benches trying to keep straight which animal Zeus turned into and
how to correctly pronounce AQUILLA the Eagle. Billions and billions o[stars--imagine if you
will....
Athena, our goddess from Humboldt rattles off florat formulas at the drop of a family namg
with a laugh fiom the Sesame St. Count--calyx 4, corolla 4, anthers 4, gyntlceum 1, Ah! Ah! Ah!
Michael, a fellow W Va canoeist working on his Scrophs (Scrophulariaceae-Flase foxgloves)
can sing a million show tunes then turn around and ask Dr. Tomb the most thought provoking
questions aon definition of species or origin or Magnoliaceae.
Ianny, who has researchecl plants with her Mom for years really got inttl making some beautiful
dry mount specimens. [-ate nights in the Plant Taxonomy room--being Plant Tax nerds were
accompanie-A Uy Jenny's radio and2 or more beautiful voices singing along-Wait! Spenc_er!
Where are you going?! We need you in the lab to help us key out these plants! What? You
have to listen to your pillow? When there's great music all around you here!?
Hilarie, the gullible but well-prepared teacher is still in awe of all these great researchers and
seminars about Silene. juncos, Enalagma, Hawaiian fruit flies, caviar at the Walton Lrcture,

listening to Lise get on the road at 5:30 ttl work on mist nets.
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PLANT TAX GRAFITTI

H"y, hay, hay!!!

Getting sfitzz. off of the permanent ink pen I used trl do me
herbarium specimen cards.

Cracking a hard-boiled egg on Athena's head.

Ridingaround Giles Co. in the van with Spencer who
drives off the road to try to run over chipmunks!
nLive by the road, die by the road!"

You can't let life pass you by, sometimes you just have to stop and key out
the Roseaceae.

I'm wiggin'out!

DYC, JYBBS, SOB, CRS,SOL YMCA

4 hour quizzes

Common names rarely are!

What's it gonna matter in a 100 years?

I'm going to listen to my pillow!

b. . . . load

what's that again?
' ' \ t : \ '  

r 1 , \ y l . - ^ ' - t ^ . . - . , ' . - .  1
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Rrosgirrlr, saqlli r{'"'ro '

var aftorons';1' Aila

hl.L-D.n, Ftro'^-left
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1' l l t i  n BC's oF n M()t,EC[Jt.n I t  I ' t . tct  INf Qt)I is Ln I)
{n .K.n. 'A N' l r r r : roh iokrr r is t 's  Niuht r r r r r t t "  }

A is for ag1zu-se-nriserl rrs ir gcl.
I] is for buffer. cornlnorrly tris-t I( ' l
C is for chlorrlfq4lq an odororrs orgirrric.
D is for dilutions. dcrivecl irr a parric!
E is for enzymcf, l ike proteinast'.
F is for (ph)ercl: Dolt 't spkrsh irr votrr I 'ace!
G is for gl-ere-s- to protect rrs frorn loxins.
H is for het{rlatel.. too ckrse brrrrrs tlrt '  skirt.
I is for inubatc- at 37 clcgrees Cl.
J is for jCtrJrftg,wltctt t't;uilltttcttt is ttot to bc.
K is for Klenorv fr:rgrrrclrts of [)Nl\ polr, f  .
I- is for lead$gdy_e ntixctl  rvit l t  s:rrrrJt les lrcl 'ot( '  nrn.
M is for nniqglitgfs_ nreasurc'tl rvith ;r pi|1'11..
N is for l iquid nitgr€:cn gnrrrrrt l  u' i th rrrr l lcr t lrv or rr 'r ' t .
O is for ol iqonucleotide. ir sc(rut:n( 'r:  ol ' l r irst 's l t ' t t .
P is for p-ta$mids that clotte DNn over rturtitt.
Q is for qugslietrso[ rvlticlt tltere rvere plr"nlt,!
Ris for 1gdltt4Slyg labels. P 32. orre ot'nuur\'.
S is  for  DNn qequencipu.  our  u l t i r r r i t t t :  r l r t t 's l .
T is for llanS-[(lru,latitlnl- I]:rcteri:r. rlo vour [rt'stf
U is fr lr  UV l ight. tu detect balrt ls on t lre gcls.
V is fr lr  ve[age ttt  run sarttples i lr  the u't ' l ls.
W is for molecular wgight rvhich shorvs hase selurntt iolt .
X is for X=IaJ l ' i lnt kept clark. t tr i t 's overt lotte.
Y is for yiillif, to ntake Inore thirn .iust s'irte.
Z is f.or ZM-l l l-4, a corrtrol sequence to antlt l i l ' r , .

Autoclave, centri fuge, eppendorf, ' [ ' I i -
These are just  some of  the ghosts  haunt ing mc!

Kathy Horntrerger
Mahinrlzr Martirtez
llehecr:a Nokes

ancl of course. Mike & Dan!
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